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1
ELECTRONIC LOCK WITH MOVABLE
IN-LINE LOCKING LUG

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention generally relates to an electronic
lock, and more particularly, but not exclusively, to an elec-
tronic lock with a movable inline locking lug.

BACKGROUND

Lock assemblies are used to lock movable structural mem-
bers such as doors, drawers, lids, and the like to prevent
movement from fixed structural members. Many types of
electronic locks have various shortcomings relative to certain
applications. Accordingly, there remains a need for further
contributions in this area of technology.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present invention is a unique elec-
tronic lock with a moveable axial inline locking lug. Other
embodiments include apparatuses, systems, devices, hard-
ware, methods, and combinations for an electronic lock. Fur-
ther embodiments, forms, features, aspects, benefits, and
advantages of the present application shall become apparent
from the description and figures provided herewith.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a lock apparatus with inside
and outside lever handles connected thereto;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the lock apparatus of FIG. 1
partially cut away to show internal features;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a motor housing and key
cam assembly with a locking lug positioned in a locked con-
figuration;

FIG. 41s aside cutaway view of FIG. 3 showing the locking
Iug positioned in a locked configuration;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the motor housing and key
cam assembly similar to that shown in FIG. 3 with the locking
lug positioned in a unlocked configuration;

FIG. 6 is a side cutaway view of FIG. 5 showing the motor
actuator and the locking lug positioned in a unlocked con-
figuration; and

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of an outer hub assembly with
manual override features.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENTS

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the
principles of the invention, reference will now be made to the
embodiments illustrated in the drawings and specific lan-
guage will be used to describe the same. It will nevertheless
be understood that no limitation of the scope of the invention
is thereby intended. Any alterations and further modifications
in the described embodiments, and any further applications of
the principles of the invention as described herein are con-
templated as would normally occur to one skilled in the art to
which the invention relates.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a lock apparatus assembly 10 is
illustrated therein. The lock assembly 10 can include an
inside lever handle 12 connected thereto and inside escutch-
eon plate 14 constructed to cover portions of the lock assem-
bly 10. An outside lever handle 16 can similarly be connected
to the lock assembly 10 and an outside escutcheon plate 18
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can be positioned to cover a portion of the lock assembly 10.
Although not shown, it should be understood that the lock
assembly 10 is constructed to be connected to a movable
structural member such as a door or the like. It should also be
understood that material selection for each ofthe components
in the lock apparatus assembly 10 can be defined by design
requirements for a particular application. Materials can
include but are not limited to metals, plastics, composites and
combinations thereof.

Referring now to FIG. 2, the lock assembly 10 is shown
partially cutaway so as to illustrate internal features within the
assembly. The outside handle 16 (partially truncated) is con-
nected to internal components of the lock assembly 10 that are
illustrated, but will be discussed in more detail in subsequent
figures. Likewise the inside handle 12 (also shown partially
truncated) is connected to rotatable or pivotable components
in the lock assembly 10. The inside escutcheon plate 14 and
outside escutcheon plate 18 cover portions of the rotatable
components within the lock assembly 10. A key cylinder 20
can be positioned proximate to the outside handle 16 and can
be used to manually override an electronic lock system oper-
able with the lock assembly 10. A key cam assembly 22 is
operably connected to the key cylinder 20 at one end. The key
cam assembly 22 is operable to actuate a locking latch (not
shown) either through the manual override or when the lock
assembly 10 is unlocked through electronic means.

A locking lug 24 can be moved in an axial direction along
axis 23 between first and second positions corresponding to a
locked and unlocked configuration of the lock assembly 10.
Thelocking lug 24 can be moved between the first and second
positions by a resilient member such as a coil spring 30 that is
operably connected to an electric actuator 26. The electric
actuator 26 can be an electric motor to impart to rotation
motion into the coil spring 30 or alternatively, the electric
actuator can be of a solenoid type that moves inline in an axial
or linear fashion. An electronic controller 25 can be con-
nected through the electric lead 28 so as to provide electronic
commands to the electric motor 26 as will be described in
more detail below. The electronic controller 25 can be pro-
grammable to accept various codes from an electronic keypad
or discreet RF signals from a user’s electronic credentials
such as a security badge or the like. Various forms of elec-
tronic credentials can be used with the controller 25 such as
proximity badges as well as swipe cards with magnetic strips
and the like. The electric actuator 26 can be driven by DC or
AC electric power sources as defined by requirements of a
particular application.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a lever spindle 40, partially illus-
trated in phantom lines for clarity, can be positioned circum-
ferentially about the key cam assembly 22. The lever spindle
40 is rotatably connected to the locking lug 24 through a
receiving slot 42 formed in the lever spindle 40. The locking
lug 24 is slidable in an axial direction between first and
second positions within a slot 42 formed in a wall of the lever
spindle 40, but remains rotatably coupled in either position
such that when the lever spindle 40 is rotated in either a
clockwise or counter-clockwise direction the locking lug 24
will also rotate in the same direction. When the locking lug is
in the first position as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the lock
assembly 10 is in a locked configuration.

The key cam assembly 22 includes a receiving slot 44
formed in a key cam body 45 (see FIG. 4) that receives the
locking lug 24 when the locking lug 24 is in the second
position corresponding to an unlocked configuration. When
the lock assembly 10 is unlocked the locking lug 24 will slide
within the slot 42 of the spindle 40 to the second position and
engage within the receiving slot 44 of the key cam assembly
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22 as will be described with respect to FIGS. 5 and 6 below.
When the locking lug 24 is in the first position the locking lug
24 is not coupled with the key cam assembly 22 and therefore
rotation of the lever spindle 40 will not actuate rotation of the
key cam assembly 22 or the locking latch (not shown). Also,
a motor housing 50 for housing the electric actuator 26 is
configured to permit operable connection between the lock-
ing lug 24 and the electric actuator 26.

Referring now to FIG. 4, the motor housing 50 is con-
structed to hold the electric actuator 26 such as an electric
motor 26 there within. The electric motor 26 can include a
rotatable shaft 52 extending from one end of the electric
motor 26. A spring coupler 54 can be connected to the rotat-
able shaft such that as the shaft 52 rotates, the coupler 54 will
also rotate. The spring coupler 54 can include a plurality of
knurls or ridges 56 extending radially outward from an axial
center line 23. In one form, a resilient member such as a
spring 30 can be operably attached to the outer surface of the
spring coupler 54 and held with the respect to the spring
coupler with the ridges 56. In other forms, the spring 30 can
be operably connected to the electric motor 26 through other
means as would be known to one skilled in the art.

The locking lug 24 can include a locking tab 60 that
extends radially outward from a hollow cylindrical body 62.
The locking tab 60 is constructed to move between first and
second positions corresponding to a disengaged position and
an engaged position relative to the receiving slot 44 of the key
cam assembly 22, respectively. A drive tab 64 can be formed
to extend radially inward from the hollow cylindrical body
62. The drive tab 64 is configured to engage with the spring 30
s0 as to impart a moving force from the spring 30 into the
locking lug 24. The spring 30 can extend into the hollow
cylindrical body 62 of the locking lug 24 and engage with the
drive tab 64 such that the spring 30 can move the locking lug
24 between the first and second axial positions. In this exem-
plary embodiment the electronic actuator 26 is an electric
motor that rotates the rotatable shaft 52 which in turn rotates
the spring coupler 54 and the spring 30. The electric motor 26
is operable to move in first and second opposite rotational
directions. In one form, the spring 30 can act in similar fash-
ion as a screw drive such that as the spring 30 rotates the drive
tab 64 follows the path of the rotating spring 30. Alternate
embodiments for actuation are also contemplated by this
disclosure. In one non-limiting example, the electric actuator
can be an electric solenoid mechanism operable to move a
shaft axially between first and second positions along the axis
23. In this form, a resilient member such as the coil spring 30
can be used to “push or pull” the locking lug in an axial
direction between first and second positions. Other forms of
flexible resilient members can also be used to transmit a
moving force from the electric actuator 26 to the locking lug
24.

The key cam assembly 22 includes a key cam shaft 70
rotatably disposed about a lug receiving portion 69 extending
from the motor housing 50, as shown in FIG. 4. The lug
receiving portion 69 includes a hollow internal cavity 71 for
the hollow cylindrical body 62 of the locking lug 24 to slid-
ingly move therewithin, with the locking tab 60 extending
though an aperture 61 in a sidewall 63 of the lug receiving
portion 69. FIG. 4 shows that when the locking lug 24 is in
first position an axial gap “D” is formed between the locking
tab 60 of the locking lug 24 and the receiving slot 44 (best
seen in FIG. 3) of the key cam assembly 22. In this configu-
ration, the lock assembly 10 is in a locked orientation because
as locking lug 24 is rotated with the lever spindle 40, the
locking tab 60 is not engaged with the key cam receiving slot
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44, therefore will not rotate the key cam assembly 22 and thus
not open a locking latch (not shown) connected to the lock
assembly 10.

Referring now to FIG. 5, the locking lug 24 is in the second
position and is engaged with the key cam receiving slot 44
which corresponds to the unlocked configuration. The lock-
ing tab 60 of the locking lug 24 is positioned to engage the key
cam receiving slot 44 as it is moved along the spindle receiv-
ing slot 42. In this configuration the locking lug 24 will
transmit rotational torque from the lever spindle 40 through
the locking tab 60 such that the locking tab 60 will cause the
key cam assembly 22 to rotate with the lever spindle 40 and
thus open a locking latch (not shown) that is operably con-
nected thereto.

Referring to FIG. 6, a side cutaway view of FIG. 5 is
illustrated. Each of the components are identical to those
shown in FIG. 4 except that the locking tab 60 has been moved
to a second position which corresponds to the unlocked con-
figuration. In this configuration the locking tab 60 is posi-
tioned within the key cam receiving slot 44 and will transmit
rotational torque to the key cam assembly 22 when the lever
spindle 40 is rotated by a lever 16.

One of the features of using a resilient spring 30 driven by
an electric motor 26 is that if the lever spindle 40 is prema-
turely rotated prior to unlocking the lock assembly 10 (i.e.
moving the locking lug 24 in an axial inline direction from a
first position to a second position to engage the key cam
receiving slot 44), the spring 30 will store the energy through
spring compression. When the electric motor 26 imparts rota-
tional or translational movement to the spring 30 when the
slot 42 of the lever spindle 40 and slot 44 of the key cam
assembly 22 are not circumferentially aligned, the locking lug
24 cannot move to the second position and the spring 30 will
simply store the energy imparted thereto. When the lever
handle 16 is released after having been rotated prematurely,
the spindle 40 will rotate back to a neutral position, wherein
spindle receiving slot 42, the key cam receiving slot 44 and
the locking tab 60 will be in circumferential alignment and the
stored energy in the spring 30 will cause the locking lug 24 to
move into the engagement with the key cam receiving slot 44
to unlock the lock assembly 10.

Referring now to FIG. 7, a latch assembly 90 is constructed
to open and close a latch (not shown) when the lock assembly
is unlocked. The latch assembly 90 provides for an override
function whereby a key can be used to open the latch assem-
bly 90 without relying on the controller 25, electric actuator
26 and locking lug 24 to control the locked configuration of
the lock assembly 10. The lever spindle 40 is configured to
generally encompass the key cam shaft 70 and can indepen-
dently rotate when the locking lug 24 is in the first or second
positions (locked or unlocked) as was described previously. A
drive bar receiving slot 92 is formed within the key cam shaft
70 and is constructed to receive a drive bar (not shown) which
is operably connected to the key cylinder 20 (best seenin FIG.
2). The drive bar receiving slot 92 can be rotated with the drive
bar when a key is used to unlock the lock assembly 10.
Rotation of the key cam shaft 70 causes a key cam ear drive 94
to movably engage with a latch retractor 100. The latch retrac-
tor 100 is constructed to move in linear fashion along the path
illustrated by double arrow “L..” When the key cam shaft 70 is
rotated with the drive bar the rotational motion of key cam ear
drive 94 is transferred into linear motion of the latch retractor
100 such that a latch (not shown) can be engaged and or
disengaged with a fixed structural member (also not shown).
In this manner, the electronic lock mechanism can be manu-
ally overridden using a traditional key cylinder or the like.
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In operation, electronic signals can be transmitted to and
from an electronic controller 25 to either lock or unlock the
lock assembly 10. The controller 25 can send electronic com-
mands through the lead wires 28 to the electric actuator 26 to
move a shaft that is connected to a resilient member 30 and
drive the locking lug 24 between the first and second posi-
tions. The outside lever handle 16 can rotatingly actuate a
lever spindle 40 when the locking tab 60 is in a first position
(locked) or in a second position (unlocked). When the locking
tab 60 is in the first position and not engaged with the key cam
receiving slot 44, then the key cam assembly 22 cannot be
rotatingly actuated with the outside handle because the lock
assembly 10 is in a locked condition. When the electronic
actuator 26 is activated to move the locking tab 60 of the
locking lug 24 into the second position (unlocked) after the
outside handle 16 has been prematurely rotated, the locking
tab 60 cannot move into engagement with the key cam receiv-
ing slot 44 because of the circumferential misalignment
between the slots of the lever spindle and key cam assembly,
42 and 44 respectively. The resilient member 30 will store
energy from the electric actuator 26 until key cam receiving
slot 44 becomes circumferentially aligned with the slot 42 of
the lever spindle 40. After the outside handle 16 is released,
the spindle receiving slot 42 will move into circumferential
alignment with the key cam receiving slot 44 and spring
energy from the spring 30 is released to move the locking tab
60 into the key cam receiving slot 44. When the locking tab 60
has slidingly moved into the key cam receiving slot 44, the
locking tab will couple the key cam assembly 22 to the lever
spindle 40 and rotation of the outside handle 16 will cause the
latch to be retracted.

In one aspect, the present disclosure includes a lock appa-
ratus comprising: a rotatable lever spindle at least partially
disposed about a rotatable key cam assembly; a locking lug
having a substantially hollow cylindrical body with a drive
tab extending radially inward and a locking tab extending
radially outward therefrom, the locking lug moveable
between first and second axial positions corresponding to an
uncoupled and coupled configuration respectively of the lever
spindle and the key cam assembly; wherein the lever spindle
is operable for transmitting rotational torque through the
locking lug to the key cam assembly in the coupled configu-
ration; an electric motor having a rotatable shaft extending
therefrom; a coil spring connected to the rotatable shaft proxi-
mate one end and engaged with the locking lug proximate the
other end; and wherein the electric motor is operable for
moving the locking lug between the first and second positions
with the coil spring.

In refining aspects, the present disclosure includes a lock
apparatus wherein the coil spring extends through the hollow
portion of the cylindrical body and is operably connected to
the drive tab such that when the motor rotates in first or second
opposite directions, the coil spring rotates to drive the locking
Iug between the first and second axial positions; wherein the
locking tab is engaged within a slot formed in a wall of the key
cam assembly when the locking lug is in the second position;
wherein the locking tab is operable to transmit rotational
torque from the lever spindle to the key cam assembly when
the locking tab is engaged with the slot of the key cam assem-
bly; wherein the locking tab will not couple with the key cam
assembly when the locking tab and the slot of the key cam
assembly are circumferentially misaligned; wherein the coil
spring is operable to store energy when the electric motor
rotates the coil spring and the locking tab is not circumferen-
tially aligned with the slot of the key cam assembly; wherein
stored energy in the coil spring moves the locking tab into
engagement with the slot after the locking tab becomes
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aligned with the slot of the key cam assembly; a lever con-
nected to the lever spindle; an electronic controller to control
the electric motor; a manual override mechanism connected
to the key cam assembly structured to permit a key to manu-
ally override the electronic controller; wherein the electronic
controller is activated by electronic credentials; wherein the
electronic credentials includes one of a code generated by an
electronic key pad and an RF signal transmitted from an
identification card or the like; at least one of an AC and a DC
electric power source connected to the electric motor; and a
latch assembly connected to the key cam assembly being
operable to convert rotational motion of the key cam assem-
bly to sliding motion of a slidable latch retractor.

Another aspect of the present disclosure includes a locking
lug movable between locked and unlocked positions; a lever
spindle connecting a hand actuated lever to the locking lug; a
key cam assembly disposed at least partially within the lever
spindle; wherein the unlocked position is defined by the lock-
ing lug being engaged with the key cam assembly and the
locked position is defined by the locking lug being disen-
gaged from the key cam assembly; wherein rotational torque
from the lever spindle is transferred to the key cam assembly
through the locking lug in the unlocked position; an electric
actuator having a movable shaft; a drive member connected
between the locking lug and the shaft of the actuator; and
wherein the drive member transmits a moving force from the
electric actuator to the locking lug in an axial direction
between the locked and unlocked positions.

Refining aspects of the present disclosure include a lock
apparatus wherein the drive member is resilient; wherein the
drive member stores energy from the electric actuator when
the locking lug is prevented from engaging with the key cam
assembly; wherein the stored energy of the drive member is
operable to move the locking lug into engagement with the
key cam assembly when a locking tab extending from the
locking lug becomes circumferentially aligned with a receiv-
ing slot formed in the key cam assembly; wherein the electric
actuator is one of an electric solenoid actuator and an electric
motor; a programmable electronic controller connected to the
electronic actuator being operable to lock and unlock the lock
apparatus.

Another aspect of the present disclosure includes a method
comprising: connecting a lever spindle to a slidable locking
lug having a locking tab extending radially outward, wherein
the locking lug is rotatable with the lever spindle; positioning
a key cam assembly at least partially within a portion of the
lever spindle; selectively connecting the key cam assembly to
the lever spindle when the locking tab is moved axially into a
receiving slot formed in a wall of the key cam assembly;
disconnecting the key cam assembly from the lever spindle
when the locking tab is moved out of the receiving slot of the
key cam assembly; and wherein a lock mechanism is locked
and unlocked when the locking lug is disengaged and
engaged, respectively with the receiving slot of the key cam
assembly.

Refining aspects of the present disclosure includes: sliding
the locking tab into and out of engagement with the slot of the
key cam assembly with a resilient member connected to an
electric actuator; and rotating the key cam assembly with a
key operably connected therewith to manually override the
electronic actuator and move a latch retractor between first
and second positions.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, the same is
to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive in character,
it being understood that only the preferred embodiments have
been shown and described and that all changes and modifi-



US 9,340,998 B2

7

cations that come within the spirit of the inventions are
desired to be protected. It should be understood that while the
use of words such as preferable, preferably, preferred or more
preferred utilized in the description above indicate that the
feature so described may be more desirable, it nonetheless
may not be necessary and embodiments lacking the same may
be contemplated as within the scope of the invention, the
scope being defined by the claims that follow. In reading the
claims, it is intended that when words such as an,” “at
least one,” or “at least one portion” are used there is no
intention to limit the claim to only one item unless specifically
stated to the contrary in the claim. When the language “at least
a portion” and/or “a portion” is used the item can include a
portion and/or the entire item unless specifically stated to the
contrary.

Unless specified or limited otherwise, the terms
“mounted,” “connected,” “supported,” and “coupled” and
variations thereof are used broadly and encompass both direct
and indirect mountings, connections, supports, and cou-
plings. Further, “connected” and “coupled” are not restricted
to physical or mechanical connections or couplings.

What is claimed is:

1. A lock apparatus comprising:

a rotatable lever spindle at least partially disposed about a
rotatable key cam assembly, the key cam assembly
including a key cam shaft coupled to a key cylinder and
having a key cam ear drive, the key cam shaft structured
for rotational displacement upon rotation of a key that is
operably positioned in the key cylinder, the key cam ear
drive engaging a latch retractor to linearly displace the
latch retractor as the key cam ear drive is rotatably dis-
placed by rotational displacement of the key cam shaft;

a locking lug having a locking tab, a drive tab, and a body,
the locking tab extending radially outward from the
body, the drive tab extending inwardly into the body, the
locking lug moveable between first and second axial
positions corresponding to an uncoupled and coupled
configuration respectively of the lever spindle and the
key cam assembly;

wherein the lever spindle is operable for transmitting rota-
tional torque through the locking lug to the key cam
assembly in the coupled configuration;

an electric motor having a rotatable shaft extending there-
from;

a coil spring connected to the rotatable shaft proximate one
end and engaged with the drive tab within the body of the
locking lug proximate the other end, the coil spring
structured to engage a first side of the drive tab to dis-
place the locking lug toward the first axial position when
the coil spring is rotated in a first direction, the coil
spring structured to engage a second side of the drive tab
to displace the locking lug toward the second axial posi-
tion when the coil spring is rotated in a second direction,
the first side and the second side being on opposing sides
of the drive tab; and

wherein the electric motor is operable for rotating the coil
spring in the first and second directions to displace the
locking lug between the first and second axial positions
with the coil spring, the rotational displacement of the
key cam shaft by rotation of the key being independent
of the locking lug being in either of the first and second
positions.

2. The lock apparatus of claim 1, wherein the body of the

locking lug is a substantially hollow cylindrical body.

3. The lock apparatus of claim 1, wherein the locking tab is
engaged within a slot formed in a wall of the key cam assem-
bly when the locking lug is in the second position, and
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wherein the electric motor is housed within a motor housing,
the locking lug being housed within, and displaceable about,
alug receiving portion extending from the motor housing, the
locking tab outwardly extending from an aperture in a side-
wall of the lug receiving portion.

4. The lock apparatus of claim 3, wherein the locking tab is
operable to transmit rotational torque from the lever spindle
to the key cam assembly when the locking tab is engaged with
the slot of the key cam assembly.

5. The lock apparatus of claim 3, wherein the locking tab
will not couple with the key cam assembly when the locking
tab and the slot of the key cam assembly are circumferentially
misaligned.

6. The lock apparatus of claim 3, wherein the coil spring is
operable to store energy when the electric motor rotates the
coil spring and the locking tab is not circumferentially
aligned with the slot of the key cam assembly.

7. The lock apparatus of claim 6, wherein stored energy in
the coil spring moves the locking tab into engagement with
the slot after the locking tab becomes aligned with the slot of
the key cam assembly.

8. The lock apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a lever connected to the lever spindle.

9. The lock apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

an electronic controller to control the electric motor.

10. The lock apparatus of claim 9, wherein the electronic
controller is activated by electronic credentials.

11. The lock apparatus of claim 10, wherein the electronic
credentials includes one of a code generated by an electronic
key pad and an RF signal transmitted from an identification
card or the like.

12. The lock apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

at least one of an AC and a DC electric power source
connected to the electric motor.

13. The lock apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a latch assembly connected to the key cam assembly being
operable to convert rotational motion of the key cam
assembly to sliding motion of a slidable latch retractor.

14. A lock apparatus comprising:

a locking lug movable between locked and unlocked posi-
tions, the locking lug having a drive tab and a body, the
drive tab extending inwardly into the body;

a lever spindle connecting a hand actuated lever to the
locking lug;

a key cam assembly disposed at least partially within the
lever spindle, the key cam assembly including a key cam
shaft coupled to a key cylinder and having a key cam ear
drive, the key cam shaft structured for rotational dis-
placement upon rotation of a key that is operably posi-
tioned in the key cylinder, the key cam ear drive engag-
ing a latch retractor to linearly displace the latch
retractor as the key cam ear drive is rotatably displaced
by rotational displacement of the key cam shaft, the
rotational displacement of the key cam shaft by rotation
of the key being independent of the locking lug being in
either of the locked and unlocked positions;

wherein the unlocked position is defined by the locking lug
being engaged with the key cam assembly and the
locked position is defined by the locking lug being dis-
engaged from the key cam assembly;

wherein rotational torque from the lever spindle is trans-
ferred to the key cam assembly through the locking lug
in the unlocked position;

an electric actuator to displace the locking lug in an axial
direction between the locked and unlocked positions, the
electric actuator operable to rotate a drive member in a
first direction and a second direction, the drive member
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structured to engage a first side of the drive tab and
displace the locking lug toward the locked position when
the drive member is rotated in the first direction, the
drive member further structured to engage a second side
of the drive tab and displace the locking lug toward the
unlocked position when the drive member is rotated in
the second direction.

15. The lock apparatus of claim 14, wherein the electric
actuator is an electric motor, and wherein the body is a sub-
stantially hollow cylindrical body of the locking lug.

16. The lock apparatus of claim 15, wherein the drive
member stores energy from the electric actuator when the
locking lug is prevented from engaging with the key cam
assembly.

17. The lock apparatus of claim 16, wherein the stored
energy of the drive member is operable to move the locking
lug into engagement with the key cam assembly when a
locking tab extending from the locking lug becomes circum-
ferentially aligned with a receiving slot formed in the key cam
assembly.

18. The lock apparatus of claim 16, further comprising:

a programmable electronic controller connected to the
electronic actuator being operable to lock and unlock the
lock apparatus.

19. The lock apparatus of claim 14, wherein the electric

actuator is an electric solenoid actuator.

20. A method comprising:

connecting a lever spindle to a slidable locking lug having
a locking tab extending radially outward and a drive tab
extending inward into a body of the slideable locking
lug, wherein the locking lug is rotatable with the lever
spindle;

displacing, by engagement with a drive member that is
rotating in a first direction against a first side of the drive
tab, the locking lug in a first direction;
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positioning a key cam assembly at least partially within a
portion of the lever spindle;

selectively connecting the key cam assembly to the lever
spindle when the locking tab is moved axially in the first
direction into a receiving slot formed in a wall of the key
cam assembly;

displacing, by engagement between a second side of the
drive tab and the drive member as the drive member is
rotating in a second direction, the locking lug in a second
direction;

disconnecting, by displacement of the locking lug in the
second direction, the key cam assembly from the lever
spindle when the locking tab is moved out of the receiv-
ing slot of the key cam assembly;

coupling a key cam shaft of the key cam assembly to a key
cylinder, the key cam shaft being rotatable within the
lever spindle upon rotation of a key that is operably
positioned in the key cylinder independent of the locking
tab being moved axially into or out of the receiving slot;

rotating a key cam ear drive of the key cam shaft into an
engagement with a latch retractor; and

linearly displacing the latch retractor by the engagement
between the key cam ear drive and the latch retractor;
and

wherein a lock mechanism is locked and unlocked when
the locking lug is disengaged and engaged, respectively
with the receiving slot of the key cam assembly.

21. The method of claim 20, further comprising:

rotating, by selective operation of an electric actuator, the
drive member in the first direction; and

rotating, by selective operation of the electric actuator, the
drive member in the second direction.
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